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The Hon. ToddApe, CouncilChair
The Hon. NesterGarcia,BudgetCommitteeChair —t

Honolulu City Council r
Honolulu Hale
Honolulu,HI 96813 —u

—RE: RestoreMOCA s ProposedBudgetCuts cc —

DearCouncilChairApe andBudgetChairGarcia:

We havejustbeeninformedof the efforts to removemore than$172,000from theMayor’s Office of Culture
andthe Arts’sbudget.While we understandtheneedfor our city’s leadersto makedifficult decisionsregarding
thebudget,we areaskingthatyoupleasenot takesuchdrasticmeasuresthatwill irreparablyharmto the arts
community.

With suchasignificantcut to MOCA’s budget,the grantsprogramswill certainlybecut. As arecipientof a
grantfrom MOCA, I can tell you thatthesmall investmentthatthe City makesin the Hawaii Youth Symphony
is well worth the value.With assistancefrom the City, HYS is ableto accomplishthe following:

• Servicemorethan600 studentsayear,providing highquality musiceducationthat is filling the
gapsleft by ourunder-resourcedschoolsystem;

• Producefree,educationalconcerts,targetedat schoolchildren,andreachingnearly 10,000
studentsayear;

• Throughthe HYS Academy,offer free generalmusic andbeginningbandclassesat theBoys and
Girls Club for any interestedstudent.

Our programsareproiiding4ohsfor someof Hawaii’sfinest musiceducators,andtheyareproviding
edl]ciItional oppothrnitiesthat ouryoungpeoplecannotfind elsewheredueto cutsfrom everysector.

As youboth know, wehaveextraordinarycreativetalentin our small state.The artsis a sectorthat deservesto
be supportedandprotectedto ensurethe healthandwell beingof our communities.The loss of an arts
organizationasa casualtyto theseeconomictimeswill havegreaterimpactthanmostpeoplecalculatebecause
thepossibilityof resurrectingan artsorganization,oncethe economyrebounds,will be incredibly challenging,
if not impossible.It takestremendoustalent,dedication,sweatequity andlots of luck to build anarts
organization.The right combinationof all theseconditionsis not easyto find. And thosehaveto be in place
beforewecan evenaddressthe fundingaspectsof rebuilding.Pleasedo not let our artsorganizationswither
anddisappear.

We areaskingfor continuedsupportfor MOCA to helpthe artsectorpreservejobs andcontinueto offer
programmingfor ouryoungpeoplethatwill completetheir educationandkeepourcommunitieshealthy.

Mahalofor your consideration,

SelenaChing MISC. COM 783
ExecutiveDirector
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